San Bernardino County Sun - News Page 1 of 2

SN el Nl IOBS | CARS |  HOMES | CLASSIFIEDRS | HEWSPAFER ADS | SUBSCRIBE | PERSOMALS | MARKETFLACE

N 2N E DD Good nutrition
EW is not about dieting

SFPORTS | U-ENTERTAINMENT | BUSINESS | LIVING @ OFINIONS | HEALTH | FILM

Article Search EMAIL ARTICLE LINK TO ARTICLE PRINT ARTICLE
@ Article Published: Friday, August 19, 2005 - 7:14:13 PM PST
Advanced Search =
Panel to InveStlgate OTHER ARTICLES IN THIS
contaminated water SECTION -
Archive Search 8/22/2005
ImpactoUSA.com By Mike Cruz, Staff Writer - Uniting for lower emissions Ca
- Discovery lands safely at home
Marketpl . ) :
‘;‘Ir et a:j BEAUMONT - A committee has been formed to - Anti-hospital rally planned
A;‘ﬁij: h investigate a spike in nitrate-contaminated water in - Gaza homes razed; fight in West Bank M
MyList Cherry Valley and seek out alternative water - Pass' Homeland Security base being
Autos sources in the San Gorgonio Pass. upgraded
Jobs Preliminary reports indicate the boost in nitrate - Canyon talks delayed
Homes levels could be from on-site disposal systems, or - Residents take to creek in rising
Rentals septic tanks, in Cherry Valley, which is in the Edgar temperatures
Special Offers Canyon area. Water is drawn from wells in the - Death penalty trial begins
g‘;ﬁﬁgﬁi canyon by the Beaumont-Cherry Valley Water - Make-up makes trouble I"u':
Business Directory District and Bonita Vista Water Co. - Family of boy killed on I-10 gets lawyer gt
Special Sections Nitrate concentrations in wells serviced by the - Shelter aids pets' search for home
Classifieds district have increased over the years including a - 50-mile pursuit ends in Beaumont
recent temporary significant spike but still remain - .
N 2 A -C t f S.B. dest t
eWS below the nitrate drinking water standard of 45 Veheiléfec;r ren estroys two
_ﬁ_'vc'jng Hef. ¢ milligrams per liter, according to an Aug. 10 letter Officials targeting teenage smokers
T‘:af?é in History from the San Timoteo Watershed Management it geting 9 4
Route 66 Agency to the Regional Water Quality Control - Redlands officer helped protect
Weather Board, Santa Ana Region. university
) ) ) ) - Crime and Public Safety
Newsletters Nitrates in Bonita Vista's wells may have reached |, grief
Special Reports 35 milligrams per liter.
John Weeks
Sunday's Best "Nitrate concentrations in BCVWD well No.16 are usually low, but have gradually
Lottery increased over time. Recently, this well exhibited a sudden increase in nitrate
Columnists concentration that exceeded the nitrate drinking water standard," wrote J. Andrew
Schlange, general manager of the watershed management authority.
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Flash The yearlong study, to be conducted by a committee of the watershed management
Cfi‘sklgrames authority, will reveal the exact cause of the nitrate spikes, determine alternative sources of
c " water and give local officials a better idea of how much groundwater is available. The
rosswor study also will look at a future salt mitigation fee and permits for water recycling.
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Gossip "What we're doing is making sure we have a long-term, clean water supply,' said Alan
Sports Challenge Kapanicas, Beaumont city manager. Alternative water sources will be needed to provide
Sports water for the rapidly growing region in the coming decades, he said.
Lakers / NBA Officials from the city, the San Timoteo Watershed Management Authority and the
Clippers / NBA Beaumont-Cherry Valley Water District discussed the study at a City Council meeting this _
Dodgers / MLB week. The council agreed to provide half of the $400,000 needed to perform the study, A
Angels / MLB and the city's share will come from local impact fees.
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usc Kapanicas said, as far as he knew, the city's water did not pose a health risk to residents.
UCLA "If there were (a risk), we would have to start purifying the water. And if we did have to
start purifying, the price of water would go up,' he said.
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Chuck Butcher, general manager of the Beaumont-Cherry Valley Water District, said he
has seen a significant spike in nitrates at two wells over the last several months. One of
the wells has operated at half of the maximum acceptable level since March, he said at
the meeting.

If the study reveals nitrates are a widespread problem, the agencies suggested that a ban
on new septic tanks in incorporated and county areas be considered. Councilman Roger
Berg said Beaumont could consider a rule to only allow annexation from applicants who
connect to the sewer system.

"In an accumulated effect, (the nitrates) could have a significant impact on groundwater
quality,' said Schlange, of the watershed management agency. Other Southern California
water agencies will be watchful of the study results, he said.

"This is a regional issue. What we find here will affect other agencies,' Schlange said.

A mobile home park called Plantation on the Lake, at 10961 Desert Lawn Drive, in the
county area of Calimesa, recently requested water service from the Beaumont-Cherry
Valley Water District because nitrate concentrations in their well may have exceeded the
standard, Schlange said in the letter. The park uses a septic tank that appears to have
contaminated its own well.

Kathi Berman, owner of Sunny Cal Egg and Poultry in Calimesa, owns property that has a
pure water well, and she is licensed to be a private water source. Berman said she was
concerned about the nitrates and supported the study.

"Our concern, with regard to the study, is the septic tank issue,' Berman said.
RETURN TO TOP

[Wina FREE MONTH

of broadband phone service!

VONAGE

THE BROADBAND
PHOME C Ok P& MY

Scratch & match 3 phones & win a free month.

Sponsored Links

Gift Baskets and Flowers

Vacations

Phentermine

Price Comparison

Product Tests Home Improvement Car insurance quote  SEO Salesfol
Orange county choppers t- Loans New Zealand Pearls Earrings at Pearls CRM
shirts Prescription Sunglasses  Holidays Only
Las vegas hotels Debt Consolidation Lastminute Office Furniture
Information Copyright © 2005 Los Angeles Newspaper Group Feedbac
http://www.sbsun.com/Stories/0,1413,208~12588~3016666,00.html 8/22/2005



